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“Night, instrument meteorological
conditions prevailed at PNE at the time of
the accident,” said the report, which not-
ed that conditions included an overcast
ceiling 400 feet above ground level.

The pilot-in-command had accumu-
lated 9,200 total hours of flight experi-
ence, while the second-in-command had

2,600 total hours.
In addition to the pilots, the victims

on the plane were two medical crew
members and two passengers. 

The passengers were a young girl who
had received medical treatment in Phila-
delphia and her mother. Both were flying
home to Mexico.

Jim Walsh is a senior reporter for the
Courier-Post, Burlington County Times
and The Daily Journal. Email:
Jwalsh@cpsj.com.

Crash
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In a statement released to NBC 10
Philadelphia, however, an ICE spokes-
person said the Emanets were in the
country illegally. 

“As with any noncitizen in the United
States without lawful status, ICE offi-
cers make enforcement decisions on a
case-by-case basis to focus on the
greatest threats to homeland security in
a professional and responsible manner
informed by their experience as law en-
forcement officers,” the spokesperson
said. “Per ICE policy, we will not discuss
active or ongoing investigations. ICE is
also unable to provide any information
on the individuals detained due to pri-
vacy issues.”

According to the family, the Ema-
net’s green card application had been

pending for nearly a decade. 
“Don’t misunderstand us,” Emanet’s

husband pleaded to those reading
about his family’s situation during an
interview with this publication March 1.

“I didn’t misuse anything,” he added,
saying that his family had been caught
in a gray area of legal status since 2016
as they awaited a verdict on their green
card application.

Now further entwined in the compli-
cations of America’s immigration sys-
tem, the family and their attorney await
a decision next week that will deter-
mine whether the matriarch is able to
return home on bond.

Kaitlyn McCormick writes about
trending issues and community news
across South Jersey for the Courier-Post,
The Daily Journal and the Burlington
County Times. If you have a story she
should tell, email her at kmccor-
mick@gannett.com. And subscribe to
stay up to date on the news you need.
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child sexual abuse material” being
uploaded by someone using McKin-
ley’s email address at a law firm.

McKinley faces at least one inva-
sion-of-privacy lawsuit from a woman
claiming she was photographed while

using the restroom at his homes in
Sewell and Villas. He has denied the
claims.

The charges against McKinley are
only allegations. He has not been con-
victed in either Cape May or Gloucester
County.

Jim Walsh is a senior reporter for the
Courier-Post, Burlington County Times
and The Daily Journal. Email:
Jwalsh@cpsj.com.
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A man accused of taking covert
videos in the bathroom of a Mays Land-
ing gym allegedly had almost 50 similar
recordings on cellphone, police said.

Daniel Zhang, 23, was arrested
March 4 after an investigation that be-
gan with an incident at Planet Fitness
along the Black Horse Pike in September
2024, according to Hamilton Township
police.

An investigation found that Zhang,
an Egg Harbor City resident, had record-
ed “numerous people in the bathroom
without their consent over the course of
months,” a police statement said.

According to a probable cause state-
ment, Zhang was at the Mays Landing
gym when police responded to a call
about the incident, and he acknowl-
edged recording someone in the men’s
room.

“Zhang described the way he record-
ed as standing in the bathroom stall and
reaching the cell phone up to the stop of
the bathroom stall barriers,” the state-
ment said.

Zhang, who was charged on a sum-

mons for the initial incident, said he had
recorded the same man once before
within the past month. He also told an
officer he had “like four” similar videos
on his phone, the statement alleged.

“Zhang stated he has been making
these recordings for the past couple
months,” including one at a Wawa, it
continued.

“After further review of a phone ex-
traction, there were an additional 49
similar videos of numerous unidentified
victims” from May to September in
2024, the statement said.

Planet Fitness is not commenting on
the charges against Zhang, a gym man-
ager said Wednesday.

Videos also were believed to have
been recorded in Medford, Egg Harbor
City and Bermuda, among other loca-
tions, the statement said.

Zhang was charged with 15 counts of
invasion of privacy in Hamilton.

The charges are only allegations. He
has not been convicted in the case.

He was held in Atlantic County Jail,
pending a detention hearing.

Jim Walsh is a senior reporter with
the Courier-Post, Burlington County
Times and The Daily Journal. Email:
Jwalsh@cpsj.com.

Police: Man recorded secretly
in a Planet Fitness bathroom
Jim Walsh
Cherry Hill Courier-Post
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The New Jersey Motor Vehicle Com-
mission has increased appointment ac-
cess for REAL IDs on Thursdays as the
May 7 REAL ID deadline approaches.

A March 4 press release from the com-
mission stated that this is to begin March
20 at licensing centers across the state,
adding nearly 4,500 new appointments
each week. These appointments are to in-
clude license renewal appointments and
REAL ID non-renewal appointments so
customers, regardless of when their li-
cense expires, will be able to upgrade to a
REAL ID.

“Over the last few months, we’ve seen
a dramatic increase in demand for REAL
ID from our customers, and we’ve repeat-
edly added and reallocated appoint-
ments to better meet that demand,” La-
trecia Littles-Floyd, the commission’s
acting chief administrator, said in the
press release.

“The new initiative announced today
will expand access further, helping to ser-
vice more customers who need or want to
get a REAL ID. If you have a passport or
another federally accepted ID, you may
continue to use it to meet federal REAL ID
requirements, or until you are able to ob-
tain a REAL ID driver license or ID at a
convenient time.”

Those interested in scheduling an ap-
pointment can book the additional times-
lots beginning the morning of March 14. 

Beginning April 5, the commission is
also to host new REAL ID Mobile Unit
Events on Saturdays across the state.

What is a REAL ID?

A REAL ID, compliant with the REAL
ID Act, is meant to apply higher security
standards for state-issued licenses and
identification cards, according to usa.gov.

A REAL ID is essentially an upgraded
version of your state identification card or
license. It has a small star in the upper
righthand corner.

When is the REAL ID deadline in
New Jersey?

Beginning on May 7, a REAL ID or ac-
ceptable substitute is needed for those
who plan to access certain areas of federal
government facilities and military instal-
lations, nuclear power plants or, most
commonly, domestic flights on federally

regulated commercial airlines.
While a REAL ID is not mandatory

(you can still use other forms of identifi-
cation), it may be a more convenient op-
tion for those who fly frequently.

What can you use instead of a REAL
ID?

If you don’t have a REAL ID ready by
the deadline, there are still some options
available so you don’t miss your flight.

These documents include a passport,
a permanent residence card, U.S. De-
partment of Defense ID, and more. A full
listing can be found on the TSA website.

The acceptable substitutes may also
be used to enter some of the more re-
stricted areas of federal facilities.

How do you get a REAL ID?

Those who plan on picking up a REAL
ID should start by making an appoint-
ment through the New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission website to find the
closest appointment available at their
local vehicle centern.

When preparing for the appointment,
you should bring the following:

h Two proofs of residential address
(such as bank statements from the last
60 days or tax receipts).

h One proof of Social Security num-
ber.

h And six points of ID, which can be
found in more detail on the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission website.

Kaitlyn McCormick writes about
trending issues and community news
across South Jersey for the Courier-Post,
The Daily Journal and the Burlington
County Times. If you have a story she
should tell, email her at kmccor-
mick@gannett.com. And subscribe to
stay up to date on the news you need.

NJ expanding access to
REAL ID appointments
Kaitlyn McCormick
Cherry Hill Courier-Post
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

The REAL ID NJ driver’s license has a
white star in gold in the upper right
corner.
PROVIDED BY NJ MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

Steps taken by Atlantic City Electric
in January to dial down the pressure on
customers with high bills this winter are
now to stay in place through March.

The South Jersey utility said a mon-
thlong extension was ordered because
of the “extreme cold” relative to last win-
ter and what it’s been costing customers,
spokesman Frank Tedesco said on
Wednesday. 

“Atlantic City Electric customer usage
was up month-over-month and year-
over-year,” Tedesco said. “Customers
used 30% more electric on average in
December 2024 compared to November
and 34% more in January 2025 com-
pared to December 2024.” 

For this January, he said, usage was
up 11% compared to January 2024.

The utility originally expanded assis-
tance in January with the intent to have
it run through February. Steps include
dropping demand for late payment fees,
providing longer periods for repayment,
and waiving a deposit requirement
when services are restored.

Another measure was stopping ser-
vice disconnections over non-payment,
although that was meant to stay in place
through March from the start.

Customers can call the utility at 800-
642-3780 for the extra help or use an on-
line portal.

In a related action, Atlantic City Elec-
tric representatives were in Washing-
ton, D.C., on Wednesday for discussions
on the federally funded Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program.

The program provides one-time
grants of up to $1,200, and applicants do
not have to be behind on their bills to be
accepted. LIHEAP is a “first come, first-
serve” program with a limited budget.

“Programs like LIHEAP, combined
with our ongoing bill assistant programs

and initiatives, provide resources and
create more financial stability for our
customers who are facing rising costs
across the board,” said David Vosvick, a
vice president at Pepco Holdings, which
includes Atlantic City Electric.

In 2024, Atlantic City Electric said,
more than 35,000 customers received
more than $60.6 million in energy assis-
tance. Of that, more than $9.9 million
came from LIHEAP.

South Jersey customers can apply for
LIHEAP energy assistance through the
New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs website or by calling 800-510-
3102. The department also has an online
self-screening tool to determine eligibil-
ity.

Atlantic City Electric customers also
can look for resources at atlanticcitye-
lectric.com/billsupport.

Joe Smith is a N.E. Philly native trans-
planted to South Jersey 36 years ago,
keeping an eye now on government in
South Jersey. He is a former editor and
current senior staff writer for The Daily
Journal in Vineland, Courier-Post in
Cherry Hill, and the Burlington County
Times.

Have a tip? Support local journalism
with a subscription.

SJ utility extends
bill relief measures
Joseph P. Smith
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Atlantic City Electric said a monthlong
extension was ordered because of the
“extreme cold” relative to last winter
and what it’s been costing customers,
spokesman Frank Tedesco said on
Wednesday.
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